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$298,000

Approved

Agency:  Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

Project Title: Project Type: New Construction and Land Acquisition

Chena Small Tracts Road Bicycle & Pedestrian Facility

State Funding Requested: $298,000 House District: Fairbanks Areawide (7-11)
Future Funding May Be Requested

Brief Project Description:
Construct a facility along Chena Small Tracts Road from the existing Chena Pump Road path to the
FNSB Chena Kiwanis Park to accommodate bicycles and pedestrians.  

Funding Plan: 
Total Project Cost:  $2,391,000 
Funding Already Secured:  ($570,000)
FY2013 State Funding Request:  ($298,000)
Project Deficit:  $1,523,000 
Funding Details:

FY11 State of Alaska Capital Budget Funding - $150,000.  FY12 FMATs Funding - $420,000

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
The proposed facility runs alongside Chena Small Tracts Road, a busy residential thoroughfare that runs from a main traffic
artery (Chena Pump Road), to a popular borough maintained park on the Chena River (Kiwanis River Park).  The road
currently has no shoulder or sidewalk and the current speed limit is 40 miles per hour.  The construction of a facility would
allow non-motorized traffic to travel safely along the road.

Currently in Fairbanks there is no school bus service from the Chena Small Tracts area to Woodriver Elementary School,
because it falls within a half-mile radius.  This absence of bus service forces many students to walk along Chena Small
Tracts Road to school posing a significant danger to them due to the lack of pedestrian facilities.  Chena Small Tracts Road
also has a higher than average occurrence of ice fog, due to geographical location, further reducing the visibility.  In the
winter months the danger to bicyclists and pedestrians is increased because of a snow constricted roadway surface along
with increased traffic due to the frozen Chena River crossing.  Since 2004 there have been three recorded accidents on
Chena Small Tracts Road. 

This project would significantly improve the health and quality of life for local residents and visitors alike.  This facility would
allow for multi-modal transportation options in the area while providing an aesthetically pleasing transportation corridor.  A
connection would also be provided by this facility linking the community and the existing Kiwanis River Park.  Over the past
few years the area served by this road has grown tremendously, now serving a large residential population, as well as
Woodriver Elementary School.  This facility would provide students with safe access to the Chena River allowing for ample
scientific and ecological learning opportunities.  

The DOT has agreed to commit to the post-construction maintenance of the facility.
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Project Timeline:
As funds are available.  FY13 funding would go towards environmental studies, utility relocation and right of way.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
State Department of Transportation and Public Facilities - Northern Region

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Steve Titus
Title: Northern Region Director
Address: 2301 Peger Road

Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
Phone Number: (907)452-2210
Email: steve.titus@alaska.gov

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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Dear Senator Thomas: 

 

This letter is in support of funding for the Chena Small Tracks pedestrian pathway on behalf of 

the Woodriver PTA. We are concerned about unsafe road conditions for children who have to 

walk along this road to get to/from Woodriver Elementary school. It is especially unsafe in 

winter time, i.e. 2/3 of the school year. There is no bus service for the area south of the Chena 

Small Tracks road, so families have to either let their children walk/bike in unsafe conditions or 

drive them to/from school. Unnecessary driving adds to the winter air pollution problem in 

Fairbanks. Also, in recent years one of the focus areas of the Natioanl PTA is the fight against 

obesity epidemic among children. We encourage children to stay active, and one way for them to 

do it is to walk/bike to school. Making Chena Small Tracks road safe for children to walk/bike 

will help children to be more active. This project will greatly benefit community as a whole. We 

request continuing funding for this project. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

(Signed) 

 

Natalsha Ruppert 

President 

Woodriver Elementary School PTA 

 


















