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$2,200,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: 16-1725313Grant Recipient:  Anchorage School District

Project Title: Project Type: New Construction and Land Acquisition

Anchorage School District - South High School Field
Improvements

State Funding Requested: $2,200,000 House District: Anchorage Areawide (16-32)
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
South High School Athletic Field Improvements Project Completion

Funding Plan: 
Total Project Cost:  $4,054,000 
Funding Already Secured:  ($1,854,000)
FY2013 State Funding Request:  ($2,200,000)
Project Deficit:  $0 
Funding Details:

FY2009 - $500,000 Design & Permitting

FY2012 - $1,354,000 Artificial Turf Installation

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
The South High School Athletic Field Improvements Project has been in process since shortly after the high school opened
in the 2004/2005 school year.  South High students were unable to use the athletic field at all the first year due to ASD
attempt to grow grass on the field.  The following school years proved to be completely impossible to create safe field
conditions, which caused many injuries to student athletes.  During wet spring/summer seasons, the field was complete mud
and standing water.  During the one dry spring/summer season, the field was completely hard packed dirt and rocks. 
Between 2004 and 2008, multiple high schools and middle schools in the Anchorage School District had artificial turf
installed on their athletic fields (Chugiak High, Dimond High, Eagle River High, Begich Middle, Clark Middle), and as a result
saw far fewer student athlete injuries. Chugiak and Dimond High completed artificial turf installation and other field amenities
with legislative capital grant funding.  Their fields are now safe for student athletes, and they are able to host varsity sporting
events at their schools.  South High School thanks the legislature for the two initial grants for field improvements, and would
now like to complete its athletic field improvements project to promote equality among high schools for hosting varisty
events and to provide an athletic facility for use by the community.

Project Timeline:
Design, permitting, and turf installation has occurred.  Upon confirmation of FY2013 funding request, the remaining field
improvements projects would go out to bid in January or February 2013, depending on Anchorage School District, and
construction would occur in spring and summer of 2013.
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Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Anchorage School District

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Kersten Johnson
Title: Principal - South High School
Address: 13400 Elmore Road

Anchorage, Alaska 99516
Phone Number: (907)742-6200
Email: Johnson_Kersten@asdk12.org

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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Looking Ahead to 2012
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Presld€nt: Lisa West
Vice President: Jim McSharry

Treasursr: Tamara Starkel

Februsry 26,2012
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The Honoroble Lesif McGuire
Alosko Stote Senote
Stote Copitol, Room 125
Junesu, AK ??801-1 lB2

Re:

Deor Senstor McGuire:

It is time once again to osk for your continued
legislative copital gront fun,Cs to complete the South
othletic field improvements project.

South Anchoroge High Footboll/Flog Footboll/Soccer/Trock & Field
Multi-Use Athletic Field lmprovements - Project Completion

Secretary: Tanya McKay
Alumni Chair: Donale Leitch

Head Coach: John Lewis

support with sppropricting
Anchoroge High School multi-use

As you know, we hove been osking for legislotive support for lhis field
improvements project since South High opened in the M4/2005 school yeor. Thonks to
your supporf, South High received porfiol project funding on two previous occosions
{FY2008 gront of $500,000 for initiol design, permitting, ond stort-up consfruction; snd
FY201 I gront of $l,354,000 for ortificiol tuqf ond protective fencing instollotion). This
meons thot the first two out of three projdct phoses ore complete.

While Soufh High now hos o sofe field surfoce, the ultimote goolof hoving o
completed multi-use othletic field focility copoble of hosiing vorsity events remoins just
out of reoch. South High principol Kersten Johnson ond the Anchoroge School Disfrict
hove submitted o legislotive gront request for completion of this project. Pleose support
whot we hope will be the finolrequest io complete this long-owoited projecl. 

,

We urge yoursupport becouse we believq this project is very importont to oll
Southside elementory ond middle schoolyouth, South High Schoolyouth, ond lhe
community of lorge. As you know, Chugiok ond Dimond High School multi-use othletic
focilities hove greotly enriched the lives of their students ond brought their communities
togefher. We wish to provide thot some sense of community on fhe Southside of town.



ln oddition to the obvious benefits to youth ond the community of lorge.
compleiing this projecl will ollow Souih High to host vorsity events of the school. Whot
this meqns to concerned porents is the need for their children io trovel to Chugiok ond
Dimond to ottend ond support South High's Vorsity sporting events ogoinst oll other high
schools will be greotly minimized. The completed focility will qlso generole funds in
gote receipts ond rentols for the Anchoroge School District. Those funds con be used
to cover mointenonce ond other costs the ASD lypicolly requests lo be funded through
legislotive gronts ond municipol bonds. lt is our belief thot, if monoged properly, ASD-
owned multi-use othletic field focilities will ollow ASD to generote much-needed funds
1o support its students. This is o much better qliernotive lhon spending money to leose
non-ASD focilities.

Thonk you in odvonce for supporting funding of this third ond finol phose of the
project with whai we hope will be the finol legislotive copitol gront oppropriotion. We
trusi you ogree it mokes sense to finish whot hos been stqrted of South High. On beholf
of post, present, ond future South oreq youth. fomilies, student othleies, ond ihe
Anchoroge community thot will benefit from this project, ihonk you for your support ond
considerotion. With your help, we con complete this project once ond for oll. Pleose
do not hesitote to coll if you hove questions or require odditionol informoiion.

Sincerely,
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